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If it has anything to do with curling, 

you’ve come to the wrong place. 
 

 
GAY NATIONALS ARE NEXT WEEKEND! 
The 2020 Canadian Gay Curling Championship will take place in 
Vancouver on January 23-26.  Our representatives will be defending 
champions Glen Newell, Lawrence Mudryk, David Jensen, David 
Tran, and Mark Richardson competing as Toronto 1, and silver-
medalists Devon Martin, Anthony Pezzetti, James Lee, Steph Johns, 
and Philippe Belanger-Leroux as Toronto 2. 
Please join us to celebrate and wish them well this afternoon at 
3:30. 
 
 
 

 
CONGRATS TO TEAM VISANJI! 
The members of Team Visanji had success at two bonspiels last 
weekend. Deb and Naomi were part of the winning team for the SS 
Royals Women’s Spiel and Aelish and Becky (pictured above)  hit 
paydirt at the Guelph Edubon.  
 
 

REMINDER: BONSPIEL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
As we all know, the first weekend in March is a huge three day 
curling “orgy” not to be missed. But it doesn’t happen without the 
help from a dedicated group of volunteers. And this year is no 
exception. If you have some time to spare and want to be part of 
an amazing event, contact Sara Clay – riverdale-spiel@gaycurl.ca 
 
 
CANADIAN FIGURE SKATING 
The 2020 Nationals ended yesterday in Mississauga which means 
there was a lot of this: 

 
and a whole lot of that:  

 
The figure skating world championships will be in Montreal this 
March and we will be providing full coverage! 
 
AUSTRALIAN OPEN 2020 
The first grand slam of the season  starts tonight at 7pm local time 
on TSN. Lots of Canadians representin’ but sadly no out LGBTQ 
presence on the court. How long will it be before a top tennis player 
comes out? 
 
 
FAMILY DAY FUNSPIEL 

Only a few precious spots 
remain in the field for the Feb 16 
Family Day Funspiel. Cost is only 
$25 and door prizes include 2 
pairs of tickets to a Leafs home 
game. Speak to Glen Barbeau if 
you want to sign up or go to 
Toronto.gaycurl.ca. 
 
 

 
COACH RHYNO’S TIP BUT JUST THE TIP 
Here are two ways to improve your play. One is to switch positions 
on your team. Instead of playing lead, ask your skip if you can try 
playing second for a game. Instead of throwing only guards and 
draws, you’ll be asked to do a few takeouts. The other suggestion is 
to offer to spare for other teams in other divisions. Will it feel 
uncomfortable? Your damn right it will. But only at first. You’ll soon 
start to have fun and meet new drinking companions. You may not 
be allowed to switch positions again or get asked to spare anymore 
but taking yourself out of your curling comfort zone is a great way 
to up your game. 
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MONCTON PRIDE SPIEL 

Head east this summer 
young people. Curl Moncton 
is organizing its first summer 
Pride bonspiel! Called the 
Chocolate River Pride Spiel, 
it runs July 24 – 26. If you 
want to make a vacay out of 
it, the weekend before is 
Halifax Pride. Register at 

curlmoncton.ca/events/chocolate-river-spiel/  
 
(new column alert) 
ROONEY RECOMMENDS by John Rooney 

READY! OK! Have you 
worn out your copies of 
the Bring It On franchise 
and are looking for a 
new cheerleading 
show?  Well Netflix has 
come through for 
you.  Cheer is the latest 
“docu series” from the 

team that gave us Last Chance U and takes you inside the world of 
competitive cheerleading at Navarro College, a small junior college 
in Corsicana, Texas.  At first I was sceptical, so I went onto my FB 
feed and sure enough, the Suburban Mom Brigade (a collective of 
female friends I know) were just raving about the series - especially 
breakout characters Jerry and La’Darius.  Focusing on a small group 
of cheerleaders that come from troubled backgrounds, their stories 
are inspirational and compelling and will make you cheer for them 
as they are trained by head coach Monica Aldama - who is the polar 
opposite of Abby Lee Miller (Dance Moms).  By the end of episode 
6 the SMB assures me I’ll love everyone in this series and root for 
them.   Don’t be surprised if you find yourself walking up and down 
the curling rink shouting “FACE, FACE, FACE!”  
 
MEET THE RCL EDITORS 

Why did you first volunteer to write the 
newsletter? When I joined the Executive a 
few years ago,  it was part of the Members 
Relations job. I was unsure at first about my 
newsletter skills but I realized I could be the 
voice for  all of those little people out there 
who didn’t have such a platform but needed 
to be heard. And now it is strictly about 
fueling my massive ego. 
Is the point of the newsletter to give people 

something to read when those after-game drinks get awkwardly 
quiet? Most definitely. But we are first and foremost a social 
league so it’s also a way to engage folks in conversation when talk 
of the weather won’t cut it.. 
If you could curl against any celebrity, living or dead, who would 
it be? Charles Nelson Reilly, hands down! 
 
 

 
 
TRIVIA TIME 
The answer to last week’s question was kindle which is the proper 
term for a group of kittens. Amazon must think they are so smart.  
 
What woman holds the record for the most Australian Open grand 
slam singles titles with 11: 
 
a) Margaret Court 
b) Martina Navritilova 
c) Serena Williams 
d) Billie Jean King 
 
 
Have you always dreamed of a career in serious journalism but 
didn’t know how to go about it? Well now here’s your chance. The 
RCL are looking for new contributors to the newsletter. If you have 
an idea for a monthly column you’d like to write, contact your 
straight/gay alliance a.k.a. Jason and Howard at 
rclnewsletter2019@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 


