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If it has anything to do with curling, 

you’ve come to the wrong place. 
 

 
In case you missed it, it’s 2020. 
Hope you had a nice break away 
from the club. If you haven’t curled 
since Dec 25, please use caution 
when heading back out on the ice 
for your game today.  
 
 
MEET THE EXECUTIVE 

This week, we sit down with External 
Relations Guy Mark Field: 
What kinds of external relations do you 
manage and are any sexual? [editor 
note: our readers like sexual stuff] 
My role is to connect Riverdale with 
other gay curling leagues and bonspiels, 
and represent our city with respect to 
organizing the Canadian Gay Curling 
Championship. I've always found the 

best way to manage external relations is to make them internal 
ones. 
 
Why did you want to take on the external relations role? Since 
joining the league, I've played several of the gay spiels every year 
and formed good relationships with many of the organizers. It felt 
like a pretty natural fit. 
 
You played in the Big Jib Draw in St. John's, NL. Can you tell us 
what it's like playing out east and why you enjoy it? I can't say 
enough good things about the spiels out east. The people there 
are so open, and always make you feel at home. They also know a 
thing or two about how to throw a party. The inaugural Big Jib 
Draw was a smashing success, and they are serious about making 
the next one even better. 
 
The mental game of curling is not often spoken about. How do 
you stay focused during stressful moments? You really need to 
not let it get into your head. Learn from your mistakes, but let 
them go. Most importantly, laugh and have a good time. Also, 
drinks. 
 
Why is this league important to you and what do you hope new 
members get out of it? It's so nice to be part of a community 
where everyone can be themselves, while also playing a sport that 
I love. I've made so many friend here. It feels like home, and I hope 
that new members will feel that way too.  
 

DO IT ON THE ICE SIGN-UP 
Sign-up for Toronto teams for the March bonspiel will take place on 
Saturday January 11 at 3pm at Pegasus but just between you and 
me, I’d get there early and get in line. Team fees are $480. If you 
have any questions, contact the bonspiel gang at riverdale-
spiel@gaycurl.ca. 
 
 

 
IT’S BACK 
On Sunday, February 16th, the Riverdale and Rotators Curling 
Leagues are bringing back the Family Day Funspiel! Based upon the 
responses to our Members Survey, we will be holding a two game 
points-based Funspiel, with mixed teams, pizza, prizes, friends, 
family and fun. 
The cost is $25 per player, and we need 48 players to use all six 
sheets, for two games. The structure is listed below. 

• 10:30 - 11:00    Registration and team introductions 
• 11:00 - 1:00        Game #1 (6 ends for points but 8 

ends win-loss) 
• 1:00 - 2:00          Food and Merriment 
• 2:00 - 4:00          Game # 2 (6 ends for points but 8 

ends win-loss) 
• 4:00 - 5:00          Prizes and Awards 

 
Please complete the registration survey that was emailed to you this 
past Friday.  You will be asked if you are interested to attend, and if 
you would like to join the Super Fun Family Day Funspiel 
Committee, which will be incredibly fun. Non-members are also 
welcome, and need to complete the survey as well to register. If you 
didn’t receive the email, contact Glen  - glen.barbeau@gmail.com 
 
 
ANYONE HAVE A BED TO SHARE? 
Are there any members who would be willing to open their homes 
to out-of-town teams/players for the Riverdale bonspiel? If you are 
interested, please let Mark Field know where you're located and 
how many people you can accommodate, and he will arrange 
introductions between interested parties. What happens after that 
is your business. Email him at  mark.field@rogers.com  
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SCAREDY KAT’S HORRORSCOPE FOR JANUARY 

And here we are kittens, the month we’ve all 
been waiting for, the beginning of a new 
decade and it’s going to be powerful. To give 
you a sense of the drama: on January 12th, 
Pluto, fierce house mother who serves 
deadly realness, is facing off with Saturn, 
hard-working gay who champions marriage 
equality and fears the flamboyant queers are 
ruining it for the rest of us.  Now, you may be 

thinking, “Ech, that’s pretty overwhelming. I just came here to read 
about my crush.” Fair enough. Coming back to the thrilling realm of 
queer love in all its variety, we find these same themes coming up 
in our relationships: a heightened awareness of our responsibilities, 
a need to manage our time better, a need to deepen into what’s 
true. It’s kind of a Marie Kondo moment for our emotional lives. 
Stakes may feel high right now, but trial and error is still your friend. 
What we all need right now is the courage to keep showing up, the 
humility to own up to our mistakes, the compassion to forgive 
ourselves and others, and the creativity to try it differently next 
time. Uh oh, time for some Fancy Feast. Meow until next month. 
 
 
WHO DOESN’T LOVE A GOOD SPREAD EAGLE? 

If you are needing a figure skating fix as you await the Canadian 
Championships to begin in two weeks,  Netflix has got you covered. 
They just dropped all 10 episodes of the soon to be camp classic 
“Spinning Out”, a new drama starring a bunch of folks you’ve never 
heard of as well as Johnny Weir and his hair and his wardrobe. A 
figure skating Olympic hopeful struggles to balance love, family and 
fragile mental health as her dream of winning takes a dizzying hold. 
Think ” Black Swan” on ice. And it was filmed entirely in the GTA, 
masquerading as Sun Valley, Idaho, so if you start to lose interest 
you can look out for the familiar locales including Wally’s 
Restaurant. Mashable calls it a “binge-able, satisfying melodrama”. 
 
 

 
 
TRIVIA TIME 
The answer to last issue’s question was Winona Ryder, whose real 
name is Laura Horowitz. If today is your birthday, you’re in some 
illustrious company – Bradley Cooper, Marilyn Manson and this 
actress, who played the long suffering wife, Betty Draper in the 
iconic TV series Mad Men: 
 
a) Elizabeth Moss 
b) Christina Hendricks 
c) January Jones 
d) April Showers 
 
Remember, this is YOUR member newsletter…  If you have some-
thing to sell, something to say or something to smoke, consider us 
to be your voice. Discretion not assured. E-mail your straight/gay 
alliance a.k.a. Jason and Howard at rclnewsletter2019@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 


