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If	it	has	anything	to	do	with	curling,		
you’ve	come	to	the	wrong	place.	

	
KUNG	HEI	FAT	CHOI!			
Yesterday	marked	the	start	of	the	Chinese	New	Year	and	its	
corresponding	Zodiac	sign,	the	Rooster,	also	known	in	some	

circles	as	the	Chicken	or	the	
Cock.	 Thankfully,	 it	 also	
signifies	 the	end	of	 the	Year	
of	 the	Monkey.	 If	 you	were	
born	 in	 one	 of	 the	
corresponding	 years	 for	 the	
Rooster	 (’57,	 ’69,	 ’81,	 ’93),	
you	 are	 the	 epitome	 of	
fidelity,	 punctuality	 and	
most	 importantly,	 you	 can	
exorcise	 evil	 spirits!	 If	 you	
can	 do	 exorcisms,	 why	 not	
advertise	in	the	RCL	news.	

	
FAMILY	DAY	FUNSPIEL	
Have	you	registered	 for	our	Funspiel	happening	on	Sunday	
Feb.	19?	It’s	a	great	opportunity	to	meet	other	curlers	from	
the	 league,	 maybe	 pickup	 some	 tips	 from	 a	 more	
experienced	 skip	 and	 have	 a	 free	 lunch	while	 you’re	 at	 it.	
The	 emphasis	 is	 on	 the	 socializing	 and	 not	 on	 the	
competition	though	we	will	have	prizes.	To	register,	go	to		
http://toronto.gaycurl.ca/funspiel-registration/	
	
SCOTTIES	DISCOUNT	
Thanks	 to	Brit	O’Neill,	RCL	members	can	get	a	discount	on	
tickets	 to	 the	 10th	 draw	of	 the	 Scotties	 happening	 on	Feb.	
21st	 in	 St.	 Catherines.	 Use	 promo	 code	 LGBTQ	 when	
ordering.	
	
CIRCLE	YOUR	WIN...!!	
Remember	to	help	out	our	Draw-Master	Glen	Newell,	after	
every	 game	 circle	 the	 name	 of	 the	 winning	 team	 on	 the	
schedule	posted	behind	the	piano.	Typically,	the	vice	of	the	
winning	team	should	be	doing	this.	But	often	they	are	busy	
schmoozing	or	 boozing	 so	 if	 one	of	 your	winning	 games	 is	
not	 circled,	 please	 do	 so.	 And	 in	 the	 case	 of	 a	 tie,	 please	
circle	both	team	names.		

KOACHES	KORNER	
This	week’s	tips	and	advice	come	from	member	Jon	Rennie:	
	
Curling	can	be	a	complicated	game	at	times,	but	sticking	to	
some	basic	rules	can	simplify	the	game.	
	Let’s	call	it	K.I.S.S.	–	Keep	It	Simple	Sweeties	
		
1	-	If	you	are	down	points,	you	should	always	be	looking	to	
play	draws	and	create	offense.	If	you	are	leading	the	game,	
you	should	be	looking	at	ways	to	play	take	outs	and	
eliminate	rocks	(mostly	the	opponents,	but	your	rocks	
sticking	around	the	house	aren’t	usually	helpful	either).	
	
2	-	As	a	general	rule,	the	team	with	the	hammer	should	be	
trying	to	drag	the	play	to	the	corners	of	the	sheet.	The	team	
without	the	hammer	should	be	trying	to	clog	up	the	middle.	
(This	is	why	you	see	the	pros	on	TV	throwing	a	centre	guard	
vs.	corner	guard).	

3	-	A	winning	strategy	(especially	for	less	experienced	
players)	is	to	call	the	easiest	shots	you	can	for	your	players,	
while	leaving	the	hardest	shot	for	your	opponent.	For	
example:	you	are	much	better	to	get	a	rock	half	buried	
behind	a	guard,	than	to	call	it	too	close	and	wreck	on	the	
guard	allowing	your	opponent	to	have	an	open	shot.	
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******	NEW	COLUMN	ALERT	**********	
The	RCL	is	not	just	made	up	of	a	bunch	of	knuckle-dragging	
athletes	and	booze	hounds.	Some	of	us	have	jobs	and	a	few	
of	our	members	 are	 college	 graduates!	 So	 to	highlight	our	
intellectual	 diversity,	 we’re	 starting	 a	 new	 column	 this	
week:	
	
WHAT	ARE	YOU	READING?	
Member	Cam	MacLeod	has	been	 tearing	 through	 the	 “Old	
Man’s	War”	 series	 of	 novels	 by	 John	 Scalzi.	 He	 calls	 them	
gruesome	dark	stories	of	agony	and	interstellar	travel.	He’s	
also	been	reading	“Oh	Crap”	by	Jamie	Glowacki,	a	parent’s	
guide	to	potty	training.	Enough	said	about	that.	
	

ASK	AELISH	ANYTHING	
Dear	Aelish,	
I've	been	curling	with	the	same	team	for	a	
couple	of	years.	 	I	play	front	end	but	 I	 feel	
like	 my	 skills	 are	 starting	 to	 surpass	 my	
skip's.		I	often	think	he's	making	the	wrong	
decision	when	he	puts	down	the	broom.		Is	
it	my	place	to	offer	advice?			

				--Versatile	Front	End	
	

Dear	VFE,	
I've	 often	 heard	 the	 vulgar	 phrase,	 "Opinions	 are	 like	
assholes.	 	Everyone	 has	 one	 and	 they	 all	 stink".	 	Riverdale	
curling	on	Sunday	 is	 a	 tight	 ship.	 	There's	no	 time	 for	 your	
team	to	gather	in	the	house	and	chat	about	where	to	throw	
the	 guard	 that	 might	 prevent	 the	 opposing	 team	 from	
taking	one	point.		This	is	not	the	Brier.		Period.			
	
However,	 in	 this	 league	 assholes	 are	 well	 groomed	 and	
landscaped	 majestically.	 	So,	 share	 your	 opinion,	
asshole.	 	Quickly.	 	As	 long	 as	 you're	 not	 playing	us.	 	Better	
yet,	ask	to	skip	a	game	and	see	how	well	you	deal	with	the	
pressure	of	everyone	offering	their	asshole	opinions.		Keep	
in	mind,	 no	matter	what	 you	 ask	 them	 to	do,	 chances	 are	
they're	not	gonna	do	it	and	you	won't	be	left	with	a	shot	at	
all	on	your	final	rock.	That’ll	teach	ya!			

Hugs.	Aelish	

TRIVIA	TIME	
The	answer	to	last	week’s	question	was	Ice	Castles.	
	
With	 the	 sad	passing	of	 queer	 icon	Mary	 Tyler	Moore	 this	
week,	it	only	seemed	fitting	to	honour	her	with	this	week’s	
trivia	time.	
1.	In	her	classic	‘70s	sitcom,	what	was	Mary’s	address	of	the	
ridiculously	 large	 studio	 apartment	 that	 she	 rented	 from	
landlady	Phyllis	Lindstrom:	
	

	
a	–	742	Evergreen	Terrace	
b	–	31	Spooner	St	
c	–	119	North	Weatherly	
d	–	31	Mockingbird	Lane	
	
2.	 The	 Mary	 Tyler	 Moore	 Show	 went	 off	 the	 air	 in	 1977.	
However,	the	following	year,	she	came	back	to	TV	with	the	
comedy-variety	 series	 “Mary”.	 Sadly,	 it	 lasted	 only	 three	
episodes.	One	 of	 the	 ensemble	 cast	went	 on	 to	 became	 a	
famous	talk	show	host.	Was	it:	
a	–	Jay	Leno	
b	–	Wendy	Williams	
c	–	David	Letterman	
d	–	Sally	Jesse	Raphael	
	

Okay	folks,	that’s	a	wrap	for	this	issue.	If	you	have	a	
question	for	Aelish,	or	a	book	you’ve	been	reading	or	an	
exorcism	to	perform,	email	me	at	hfraiberg@gmail.com.		

Enjoy	your	Sunday.		

Howard	Fraiberg	
RCL	Membership	
	
[No	curlers	were	harmed	in	the	making	of	this	newsletter]	
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