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If	it	has	anything	to	do	with	curling,		
you’ve	come	to	the	wrong	place.	

	
WELCOME	TO	ANOTHER	SUNDAY	OF	CURLING			
Did	 you	 have	 fun	with	 the	 new	 rocks	 last	 week?	 Some	 of	
you	may	have	noticed	that	 they	didn’t	 react	quite	 the	way	
you	 might	 have	 expected.	 If	 you’re	 unsure	 about	 how	 to	
deal	with	these	little	gems,	ask	a	fellow	curler	for	advice.		
		
RIVERDALE	BONSPIEL	
Things	got	a	little	crowded	yesterday	at	Pegasus	as	anxious	
curlers	waited	for	the	bonspiel	registration	to	begin.		

	
However,	cool	heads	prevailed	and	the	signup	moved	along	
without	 incident.	 In	 case	 your	 team	 did	 not	 make	 it	 to	
Pegasus	yesterday,	there	is	still	room	for	a	few	more	teams	
to	join	the	event.	Talk	to	Murray	or	Scott	McD.		
	
IT’S	A	BIRD,	IT’S	A	PLANE,	IT’S	THE	FAMILY	DAY	
FUNSPIEL!	
For	 the	Sunday	of	 the	Family	Day	weekend	 (Feb	19),	 there	
will	 not	 be	 any	 league	 play.	 Instead,	 we	 are	 going	 to	
organize	a	funspiel.	It	will	be	a	one-day	points	bonspiel	with	
the	 goal	 being	 to	 give	members	 a	 chance	 to	 socialize	with	
members	 from	 other	 divisions	 and	 give	 novice	 curlers	 a	
chance	 to	 experience	 the	 bonspiel	 format.	 To	 do	 that,	
members	 will	 register	 individually	 and	 then	 teams	 will	 be	
formed	once	the	online	registration	has	ended.	There	is	no	
cost	for	the	event	and	you	are	guaranteed	two	games	plus	
lunch.	For	more	info	and	to	sign	up,	go	to	
http://toronto.gaycurl.ca/funspiel-registration/	

KOACHES	KORNER	
Thanks	to	Scott	Harcourt	for	today’s	tip	concerning	the	use	
of	guards:	
	
To	guard	or	not	to	guard	-		Rock	placement	decisions	can	be	
assisted	by	the	scoreboard.		The	general	rule	is	to	play	into	
the	 house	 when	 the	 scoreboard	 is	 in	 your	 favour	 and	 to	
guard	when	 you	 are	 down	 in	 the	 game,	 particularly	when	
starting	 a	 new	 end.	 If	 you	 are	 leading	 in	 the	 game,	
conventional	wisdom	says	you	don't	want	an	abundance	of	
rocks	 in	 play	 --	 especially	 guards	 which	 can	 be	 used	 to	
protect	opposition	 rocks	 and	ultimately	 result	 in	 a	big	 end	
being	 scored	 against	 you.	 	For	 our	 team,	 it	 means	 placing	
the	 first	 rock	 of	 the	 end	 in	 the	 house	 anytime	 we	 are	
leading	 a	 game	 by	 two	 or	more	 points.	 	We'd	 rather	 take	
our	chances	hitting	an	opposition	rock	which	is	open	rather	
than	dealing	with	an	opposition	rock	which	is	guarded.	
If	you	are	losing,	junk	it	up	with	lots	of	rocks	in	play.		It	may	
not	always	work	out	in	your	favour,	but	at	least	it	may	give	
you	an	opportunity	to	score	a	multiple	end.			
	
SPARE	RULES	
Don’t	 forget	we’ve	 changed	 the	 spare	 rules	 for	 teams	 in	 E	
through	H.	Anyone	from	any	division	can	be	a	spare	at	the	
lead	position	including	skips.			
	
OUTDOOR	CURLING	ANYBODY?	
A	few	eager	members	left	the	bonspiel	signup	yesterday	
and	headed	to	Alexandra	Park	for	some	outdoor	curling.	
[And	I’m	pretty	sure	they	aren’t	holding	cups	of	hot	tea.]	
	

Turns	out	the	City		
of	 Toronto	 has	
outdoor	 curling	
sheets	 free	 of	
charge	 as	 well	 as	
equipment.	 You	
just	 have	 to	
reserve	 a	 sheet.	
For	more	 info,	 go	
to	 the	 Parks	 and	
Rec	 website	 and	
click	on	Sports.	
	
	

	
ARE	YOU	LOOKING	TO	CURL	ON	ANOTHER	NIGHT?	
Rotators	 Curling	 League	 plays	 Wednesday	 nights	 at	 9pm,	
and	 has	 a	 team	 looking	 for	 a	 lead	 starting	 on	 January	 18.	
Cost	 for	 the	 remainder	of	 the	season	 (10	weeks)	would	be	
$125.	If	you’re	interested	talk	to	Murray	Leaning.	
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Now	that	you’ve	registered	for	the	bonspiel,	it’s	time	to	talk	
about	outfits.	So	let’s	get	schooled.	The	British	Invasion	was	
a	 music/fashion	 phenomenon	 that	 happened	 in	 the	 mid	
1960’s.	 Thanks	 to	 the	 success	 of	 The	 Beatles,	 it	 created	 a	
movement	 of	 cool	 for	 all	 things	 English	 including	 James	
Bond,	 marmite	 and	 mini	 skirts.	 If	 you	 need	 further	
inspirations,	check	out	any	of	the	Austin	Powers	movies.		
	

		

	
ASK		AELISH		ANYTHING	
Dear	Aelish		
	
Where	did	the	tradition	of	buying	the	
losing	team	a	drink	originate?	

																
Tommy	Tipples	

	
Dear	Tipples	
As	 you	 know	 I	 am	 a	 nut	 for	 historical	 trivia	 of	 any	 kind,	
especially	 if	 it	 is	 connected	 to	 another	 of	 my	 favourite	
pastimes	–	drinking	excessively.	
I	believe	that	the	custom	of	buying	the	losing	team	a	drink	
originated	in	the	backroom	of	the	Eagle.	How	that	came	to	
pass	 I	 do	 not	 know	 since	 I	 have	 yet	 to	 be	 invited	 to	 the	
backroom	 of	 the	 Eagle	 but	 I’ll	 keep	 trying.	 Bottoms	 up!
	 	 	 	 					 					Hugs.	 Aelish
	 	

	
TRIVIA	TIME	
The	 answer	 to	 last	 week’s	 question	 was	 Ricky	 Schroeder,	
who	holds	the	record	for	being	the	youngest	Golden	Globes	
winner.	
	
This	 week’s	 question	 is	 brought	 to	 you	 by	 McVitie’s	
Digestives.	When	 you	want	 something	 dry	 in	 your	mouth,	
reach	for	a	McVitie.	

	
Who	is	next	in	line	for	the	British	throne:	
	
a	–	Prince	Charles	
b	–	Prince	William	
c	–	Prince	George	
d	–	Prince	Tony	
	

Did	you	miss	reading	an	issue	of	the	RCL	newsletter?	Don’t	
fret.	Past	issues	are	available	on	our	website.	Go	to	
http://toronto.gaycurl.ca/newsletters/	

Okay	folks,	that’s	a	wrap	for	this	issue.	If	you	have	a	trivia	
question	to	submit,	or	need	some	advice	from	Aelish	or	
got	something	to	sell,	you	can	always	reach	me	at	
hfraiberg@gmail.com.		

Howard	Fraiberg	
RCL	Membership	
	
[No	curlers	were	harmed	in	the	making	of	this	newsletter]	
	


