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Welcome to the 34th season of Riverdale curling...also 
known affectionately as “the Sunday schmoozing and 
boozing mixer”. We hope you have a fantastic year of 
curling on and off the ice. A special shout-out to all the 
new curlers that have joined the league this season. 
With 48 of us out on the ice at any one time, please  
remember to practice good etiquette and 
sportsmanship, be supportive to your fellow curlers 
and, most importantly, have fun!  
 
Lots of exciting developments for the league this year 
– more clinics, a one day fun-spiel on the Family Day 
weekend, and our playoffs will be taking place over 
the Saturday and Sunday of the same weekend! We’ll 
keep you updated as the season progresses. 
 
WEB-SITE AND FACEBOOK GROUP 
You can access all the information you need about the 
league by visiting the protected members-only area of 
our website.  Visit http://toronto.gaycurl.ca, and then  
enter the “Members Only” section. There you’ll find 
schedules, standings, team lists, spare lists and contact 
information for our members. Please check your own 
contact information – if it is blank or outdated, please 
send an e-mail to riverdale@gaycurl.ca so that it can 
be updated.   
 
Are you a member of our super fantastical magical FB 
group? A lot of important information is 
communicated to the members from this page. To find 
it – just search for “Riverdale & Rotators Curling 
Leagues”.  
 
CHANGES TO SPARING RULES  
In response to last season’s survey, we’ve made a 
change to the existing sparing rules. For teams in E 
through H, to help ensure you’re able to field a team, 
there are no longer any restrictions on who can play 
lead. For further information about sparing, visit the 
Riverdale homepage at toronto.gaycurl.ca. 
 
 

HAVE YOUR CHANGED YOUR GRIPPER LATELY? 
A new season of curling also means clean ice to play 
on. And nothing can turn clean ice into dirty ice faster 
than old grippers. New grippers can go a long way to 
minimizing the debris on the ice and preventing any 
throws from going sideways. So talk to the folks at the 
Royal if you’d like to purchase a new gripper. The 
Royal also sells sliders, which are a huge improvement 
to your technique if you’ve been using tape on the 
bottom of your shoes in the past. 
 

 
 
CIRCLE YOUR WIN...!! 

Remember after every game to help out our Draw-
Master Glen Newell by circling the name of the 
winning team on the schedule posted behind the 
piano. Typically, the vice of the winning team should 
be doing this. But often they are busy schmoozing or 
boozing so if one of your winning games is not circled, 
please do so. And In the case of a tie, please circle 
both team names.  
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TIP OF THE WEEK 
Upon the completion of each end of play, both leads 
should begin preparing to throw their rocks for the 
next end. Let the seconds and vices clear off the rocks 
(once the vices have agreed upon the scoring of the 
end).  This will allow a quicker transition between 
ends, and should speed up the game, hopefully 
allowing you to play all eight ends (a complete game). 
 
 
YOUR EXECUTIVE     
Here is your 2016-17 Executive Committee. If you have 
any questions, suggestions or concerns about the 
league, these folks want to hear about it: 
 
President Murray Leaning 
Vice-President Darren Sutherland 
Secretary Kevin Maloney 
Treasurer John Rooney 
Member Relations Coordinator Howard Fraiberg 
Drawmaster Glen Newell 
Communications Coordinator Cameron MacLeod 
External Relations Coordinator Scott Harcourt 
Events Coordinator Scott MacDougall 
 
For you new curlers, the above list might as well have 
been written in Esperanto. So throughout the 
forthcoming issues, we’re going to pull back the 
curtain and profile each of the Riverdale Executive in 
our exciting new feature: 
 
EXECUTIVE PROFILE  
   

Murray Leaning is the league 
President. If there is an issue to 
resolve, a question to answer, an 
opinion to be given, Murray will 
always be the voice of reason.  
 
 
Darren Sutherland is the league 
Vice-President. Formerly the league 
treasurer, Darren always brings an 
analytical approach to everything 
he does.  
 

 
 
 
 

A LITTLE CURLING ETIQUETTE, KITTENS 
- Shake hands with your opponents before and after 
each game 

- When your opponents are preparing for delivery, 
stand to the side of the sheet, single file near the hog 
lines. Move only after the stone has been released 

- Winners will buy the first round of drinks. The losing 
team should return the favour for the next round 

       
TRIVIA 

In honour of today being the start of our curling 
season, what Three’s Company star is celebrating 
a birthday on October 16th? 
 
(a) Joyce DeWitt 
(b) John Ritter 
(c) Suzanne Somers 
(d) what’s Threes Company? 
 
 
FUN FACT 

According to Scots curlers, the term hog-line is 
derived from Scottish agriculture. In a country 
where so many sheep were raised, a lamb in its 
first year of life was called “a hog.” In time, the 
name came to represent a straggler, a weakling, 
the one most likely to fall prey to predators, or to 
be culled from the flock. Similarly, a stone that 
could barely make it into the playing area was 
called a hog, and was therefore culled from the 
rest. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 
This is YOUR member newsletter…  If you have any 
announcements, suggestions, rants, gossip, items for 
sale, free kittens, etc. for the newsletter, please e-mail 
the editor, Howard Fraiberg, your Member Relations 
guy, at hfraiberg@gmail.com 
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