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WEEK  #1  OF  ROUND  #2 
 
We hope your curling season is running smoothly, 
and that the level of communication we, the 
Executive, are maintaining with the membership is 
meeting your expectations.  If there is anything we 
can do to improve your experience, please do not 
hesitate to let us know.  And if there is something 
you still don’t know, please ask us. 
 
LOOKING  AHEAD 
 
December 15th                  Regular Competition 
December 22nd and 29th             Holidays – No Curling 
Sunday, January 5th                Competition Resumes 
 
DO  IT  ON  THE  ICE  2014  BONSPIEL 
 
The Riverdale Curling League’s gem of a bonspiel 
will be held from February 28th to March 2nd, 2014.  
Local registration will open Saturday, January 18th, 
at 3:00 pm at Pegasus Lounge.  One team member 
must be present in order to register your team – no 
proxies are allowed.  Only cash or cheques will be 
accepted that day.  Entry fee is $480 per team, or 
$120 per person.  A team is considered registered 
and their preferred draw times secured only when 
payment is received in full for the entire team.  This 
is a three day bonspiel, and you will be required to 
curl on Friday.  There is a maximum of 48 teams, 
and three games are guaranteed.  The banquet will 
be held at the Courtyard Marriott Hotel (475 Yonge 
St.) on Sunday March 2nd.  Guest tickets will be 
available at the bonspiel for $50, cash only, from 
any committee member.  Please e-mail any 
questions to: riverdale-spiel@gaycurl.ca . 
 
SECOND  HALF  FEES 
 
Yes, it’s time for that gentle reminder.  Many of you 
need to pay your curling fees for the second half of 
the season ($150); the deadline is Sunday, January 
12th, 2014.  If you don’t remember if this is you, just 
ask our Membership Relations rep, Wes Delve.  You 
may pay via PayPal, or directly to Wes with cash or 
a cheque.  He will be at the club most of the day on 
both January 5th and the 12th in the new year. 

PLAYER  PROFILE : SARA  CLAY  ( SECOND ) 
 
Sara currently throws second stones for skip Martin 
Durand in H division.  She actually started curling at 
the young age of 10, but didn't keep up with it until 
last year, when she joined the Riverdale league after 
quite a long break!  She originally started curling in 
Minden Ontario, where she was raised by her 
grandparents; since they curled, Sara tagged along.  
Watching them play piqued her interest in the sport, 
so her grandmother enrolled her in juniors. 
 
Sara has always loved playing lead, because the lead 
sets the tone for the whole end: “If the lead misses 
their shots, the whole team is behind and has to 
play catch-up.”  She also loves sweeping, as it’s great 
exercise.  Her favourite shot to make is the freeze, 
because making that shot perfectly, gluing shot-rock 
to the backing, gives her a great sense of confidence. 
 
Sara’s a big fan of Sandra Schmirler, who was 
obviously amazing and always an inspiration for 
Sara. The CBC was the only main TV channel in 
Minden and Schmirler was always front and centre. 
Sandra’s curling still inspires all of us, including 
Sara, who remarks, “It is too bad such an amazing 
player was taken from the sport too soon; she will 
always be missed.” 
 
Sara’s best curling memory was being only 10 years 
old when her coach asked her to spare for the 
adults.  She remembers her first such game fondly – 
the team won, but she was too young to buy the 
drinks so her grandmother had to buy them for her. 
And so, it happened often...  They let her because it 
was a small town and she played so well, they were 
more than happy to have her join in and gain 
valuable experience.  The best moment of her 
curling career came last year when she won “Rookie 
of the Year.”  It was totally unexpected, and she was 
caught off–guard (no pun intended).  She feels very 
blessed to be a part of such an amazing league and 
an amazing club! 
 
Off the ice, post-game, and of course, now that she’s 
old enough, you will see Sara cradling a Caesar or a 
pint of Steamwhistle which she purchased herself. 
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